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STAN KAWAMOTO 
R T C  F O U N D A T I O N 
P R E S I D E N T

STUDENT SUPPORT

 

Student Support Reaches New Heights! Your generosity 
helps the RTC Foundation provide quarterly scholarships 
and emergency grants to allow students to focus on 
school. For the first time in Foundation history, we 
reached the milestone of $259,000 in direct support! 

Message From The President

This has been another year of growth, and there are many good things to share. For 
the first time in Foundation history we exceeded the milestone of $259,000 in direct 
support to students—that’s a 40 percent increase from the year before! We launched 
the Legacy Circle initiative to encourage bequests and estate planning; added new 
industry sponsored scholarships, and had the privilege of dedicating the Student Success 
Center in memory of former Trustee and Foundation President Andee Jorgensen.

None of these milestones and memorable events would 
have been possible without your support. We are truly 
grateful that you have chosen to support the mission of 
the RTC Foundation as a focus of your philanthropy.

There are more obstacles to remove and great  
opportunities to create for students, and we look  
forward to continuing this important work together. 

KEVIN MCCARTHY 
R T C  P R E S I D E N T

Dear Friends,

It has been a phenomenal 
year at Renton Technical 
College, and I could not be 
prouder of our students 
and graduates or more 
grateful for your support. 

RTC’s completion rate 
increased to 66 percent 
and remains the highest in 
the state. Our commitment 
to equity and student 
success continues to draw 
praise. The college was 
named the best two-year 
college for adult learners by 
Washington Monthly, and 
we were again recognized as 
one of the top 150 colleges 
by the Aspen Institute. 

While that recognition is 
gratifying, what is most 
important is serving our 

diverse population of 
students and removing 
barriers to ensure even 
more students complete 
their programs. Students 
succeed at RTC through 
their own determination 
and hard work. But many 
encounter obstacles, and 
sometimes a scholarship 
or emergency grant makes 
the difference that allows 
them to stay in school.  

Your contributions to fund 
equipment, scholarships, 

and grants provide critical 
support to advance our 
mission and assist our 
students. Support comes in 
many ways, including major 
gifts to fund cutting-edge 
equipment, Legacy Circle 
members who included 
the Foundation in their 
estate planning, and 
dedicated faculty and staff 
who support scholarships 
through payroll donations. 

Every gift makes a 
difference. I thank each 
and every one of you. 

 
 
 
 
Dr. Kevin McCarthy 
President 
Renton Technical College

Message From RTC Foundation President

DIRECT SUPPORT
$ 259,000

Every gift 
makes a 

difference.

ABOUT RTC | Renton Technical College meets students where they are and moves them forward to college and 
career success. RTC serves the needs of our diverse student body, as well as the community, businesses, and industry.

$ 200,900
285  
SCHOLARSHIPS

$ 36,812
197 EMERGENCY 
GRANTS

$ 21,290
58 BOOK &
EQUIPMENT GRANTS

RECORD 
BREAKING 
YEAR

JOB PLACEMENT 

82 
P E R C E N T

STUDENTS OF COLOR 

69 
P E R C E N T

COMPLETION RATE 

66 
P E R C E N T

HIGHEST IN STATE

DIRECT SUPPORT

259 
000

$ ,



2018-19 ANNUAL REPORT | 5

When Don Hawkins needed it most,  the RTC 
Foundation was there for this high achiever. “Thanks 
to the Foundation, I was able to pay for school when 
my dad experienced medical problems,” Don said. “I 
always felt welcomed here. I’m indebted to RTC.”

Don was the first in his family to complete a college degree, 
graduating from RTC’s Entrepreneurship Program in 2017. He 
became lead tutor in the Learning Resource and Career Center 
and two years ago started taking online courses at Harvard. 
This fall, he moved to Cambridge to complete his bachelor’s 
degree in economics with plans to pursue a graduate degree. 

Don is remarkably modest about getting into one of the 
most elite schools in the country, with an acceptance 
rate of just 4 percent. He is believed to be the first RTC 
student to attend Harvard. Growing up in Oklahoma 
City, Don didn’t seriously consider going to college. 

Although he was bright and hard-working, college 
just wasn’t something his family did.  

“The idea was there, but in my family, most of us 
just went to work after high school,” he said. 

Opportunities opened up to him when he moved to 
Renton to live with this father. His love of business and 
economics grew at RTC. As part of his class project, he 
designed and set up a program to provide technical 
support for students with computer problems. 

That program, CHIPS (Computer Help & Information 
Protection Service) continues to thrive today, saving students 
over $14,000 every quarter in computer repair expenses. 
He was integral to CHIPS receiving a RealNetworks grant. 

CHIPS is just one of the many ways Don left an 
indelibl––e impression on the RTC community 
during his educational journey. 

ALUMNI SUCCESS

RTC grad now at 
Harvard University

Foundation support helps keep  
Don Hawkins on his path.

When culinary student 
Sandra Hebert had a 
tight budget month, the 
Foundation provided gas 
cards through the emergency 
grant program so she could 
get to school.  Sandra 
is the 2019 Les Dames 
d’Escoffier and Foundation 
scholarship recipient. 

Only three colleges in the 
state have the prestigious 
Les Dames endowments 
to support women in 
the culinary arts.

“Sandra shone as a natural 
leader,” said Lisa Nakamura, 
scholarship chair for Les 
Dames. Sandra’s instructors 
agree she is highly respected 
and praise her as a mentor 
and natural leader to her 
fellow students in the kitchen.

Sandra is rebuilding her life 
with her children after experi-
encing domestic violence. 

At RTC she is realizing her 
dream to earn a college 
degree, and to someday open 
her own southern-styled 
catering business. All those 
who know her expect her to 
achieve great things.  

STUDENT PROFILE

Sandra Hebert
Les Dames d’Escoffier and Foundation  
scholarship recipient rebuilds her life. 

I’m almost at the 
finish line and 
getting the Les 

Dames scholarship 
means I can finish 

school without 
stressing, and I 

can make my kids 
proud.

SANDRA HEBERT
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with respect to computer 
science, peer mentoring, 
and leadership. It’s essential 
to be able to learn and do 
classwork on a computer.”

Shields, who was a  
first-generation college 
student herself, takes RTC’s 
values of equity and open 
access to education to 
heart. “Anything you can 
do to help students like me, 
I really appreciate,” she 
said. The RTC Foundation 
and Associated Student 
Government will match the 

RealNetworks Foundation 
grant and provide the 
seed funding to launch the 
laptop loan program. 

CHIPS offers computer 
repair, software upgrades, 
hardware replacement and 
other services. CHIPS Team 
Lead Katie Reynolds said 
she hopes to make laptops 
available starting in Winter 
Quarter. to loan to students 
who cannot afford their own. 

“We’re trying to expand 
CHIPs as a technology 

resource,” Reynolds said. 
“Our main goal is to keep 
computers working as long 
as possible so students don’t 
have to buy anything. But 
if they can’t afford one, we 
want to provide that option.” 

The RealNetworks 
Foundation’s mission fits 
perfectly with RTC’s. The 
RealNetworks Foundation 
gives priority consideration 
to STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) 
programs and those that 
serve to diversify the tech 
sector by helping historically 
underrepresented people 
qualify for tech jobs. 

This includes programs 
that are geared toward 
helping women and girls, 
people from underrepre-
sented ethnic communities, 
low-income people and 
those who will be the first 
in their family to attend 
college pursue degrees and 
training in tech fields such 
as computer science and 
software engineering.  

 Kathryn Shields of 
RealNetworks Foundation 
presents the $10,000 check to 
RTC’s CHIPS program. 

 Opposite page, above: CHIPS 
Team Lead Katie Reynolds and 
Kyle Stewart talks about the 
importance of the grant for the 
laptop loan program. 

Renton Technical College’s 
student-run computer 
help program will soon 
expand and start a new 
laptop loan program thanks 
to a donation from the 
RealNetworks Foundation 
and matching gifts. 

CHIPS (Computer Help & 
Information Protection 
Supports) received a $10,000 
check from RealNetworks 
Foundation Director Kathryn 
Shields the second week 
of fall quarter. It’s the first 

time the RealNetworks 
Foundation has awarded 
a grant to the college. 

The grants are competitive 
and by invitation only. 
Shields said grant evaluators 
were roundly impressed by 
the college’s commitment 
to student growth and 
leadership during a site visit 
and the grant review process.

“This is something we 
really want to invest in,” 
Shields said. “You are 
doing wonderful work 

FEATURE STORY

RealNetworks 
Foundation 
makes major 
investment in 
CHIPS
RTC’s student-run computer help program will soon 
expand and start a new laptop loan program.

It’s 
essential to 
be able to 

learn and do 
classwork on a 

computer.
KATHRYN SHIELDS
REALNETWORKS  

FOUNDATION DIRECTOR
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Scholarships
Andee Jorgensen Scholarship 

for Student Success
Arthur Roduner Scholarship
Associated Builders & 

Contractors of Western 
Washington Scholarship

Barbara Culler Endowment for 
Early Childhood Careers

BMW Northwest Scholarship 
for Automotive Careers

Board of Trustees Scholarship
Boeing Company Scholarship
Brent & Wayne Stearns 

Memorial Scholarship
Chaine des Rotisseurs Scholarship
CHI Franciscan Healthcare 

Scholarship 
Culinary Arts Fund
Ford ASSET Scholarship
Francisco Martinez Scholarship 

for Precision Machining
Frank Adams Welding Fund
Frank E. Wright Professional 

Baking Scholarship
Future District 751 Machinists 

& Aerospace Workers 
Gene Haas Foundation Scholarship
Grandma Cares for Trades 

Scholarship
Jan Pelroy Industrial 

Careers Scholarship
Jay Covington Scholarship for 

Community Leadership
Josephine B. Cugini 

Memorial Scholarship
King Parker Memorial Scholarship
Leona Hickman Educational 

Trust Scholarship 
Les Dames d’Escoffier Fund
Model A Club - Evergreen 

Chapter Scholarship
Muckleshoot Indian 

Tribe Scholarship
Neima Aden Memorial Scholarship
Northwest GTO Legends 

Scholarship for 
Automotive Careers

O.J. Harper Memorial Scholarship
Pacific Northwest Aerospace 

Alliance Scholarship
Ric Deputy Memorial Scholarship 

for MART Careers
Ric Kolb Memorial Scholarship
Robert Burke Memorial Scholarship
Robert C. Roberts Scholarship 
Ronald B. Fahey Scholarship
Rottler Manufacturing Scholarship

RTC Board of Trustees Scholarship
RTC Foundation Scholarship
Steve Hanson Student 

Leadership Scholarship
Swedish Medical Center 

Healthcare Scholarship
Thresa Smart-Benjamin 

Scholarship for Women
Unico Commercial Building 

Engineering Scholarship
U.S. Marine Corps Support 

Group Grant 
Vern Gambriell Memorial 

Scholarship
Warren Secord Memorial 

Scholarship for 
Automotive Careers

Watt Family Aerospace 
Diversity Fund

Endowments
Andee Jorgensen Endowment 

for Student Success
Autobody Craftsman 

Association Endowment
Barbara Culler Endowment for 

Early Childhood Careers
Board Emeriti Endowment
Brent & Wayne Stearns 

Memorial Endowment
CHI Franciscan Healthcare 

Endowment
Culinary Arts Endowment
Dik Wilkinson Memorial 

Endowment
Emergency Needs Endowment
Francisco Martinez Fund for 

Precision Machining Technology

Future Machinists & Aerospace 
Workers Endowment

Jan Pelroy Industrial 
Careers Endowment

Joseph M. Holliday Plasterer’s 
Apprenticeship Endowment

Josephine B. Cugini Endowment
Land Surveying Endowment
Les Dames de Escoffier, Seattle 

Chapter Endowment
Primus International Endowment
Robert Burke Memorial Endowment
Robert C. Roberts Endowment
Ronald B. Fahey Memorial 

Endowment
Technology Programs Endowment
Vern Gambriell Memorial 

Endowment

ENDING BALANCE
JUNE 30, 2019

TOTAL: $ 1,805,555.83

BEGINNING BALANCE
JULY 1, 2018

Unrestricted (U): $ 229,025.67
Temp. Restricted (TR): $ 622,245.59

Endowments (E): $ 911,045.82
Total: $ 1,762,317.08

52% (E)

35% (TR)

13% (U)

TOTAL REVENUE
Unrestricted (U): $  185,976.49 

Temp. Restricted (TR): $  364,113.83 
Endowments (E): $  161,724.83 

Total: $  711,815.15 
23% (E)

51% (TR)

26% (U)

TOTAL EXPENSES
Unrestricted (U): $  185,940.73 

Temp. Restricted (TR): $  394,282.20
Endowments (E): $  88,353.47 

Total: $  668,576.40 
13% (E)

59% (TR)

28% (U)

2018-19
Financial
Report
The Foundation received a 
clean bill of financial health 
from our independent 
auditor, Brantley Janson, 
during the 2017-18 annual 
audit. We are committed 
to transparency and best 
accounting practices.

Stan Kawamoto, President
Karen Hansen,  

Vice President of Finance
Fernando Del Valle,  

Vice President of 
Development

Reba Haas,  
Vice President of 
Membership

Chae Kim, Secretary
Brad Beck
Brent Camann
Brenda Collons
Batholomew Kimani

Bonnie Nichols
Susan Palmer
Carol Simpson
John Sothern
June Stacey-Clemons 
Warren Takata
Jay Townsend
Tyler Page,  

Board of Trustees Liaison

Student Representatives
Margarita (Maggy) Esquivias
Meylin Rauda-Marquez

Ex Officio
Dr. Kevin McCarthy, RTC President
Eduardo Rodriguez,  

RTC Vice President, 
Administration & Finance

Carrie Shaw, RTC Foundation 
Executive Director

Emeritus Board Members
Norma Cugini
Denny Dochnahl
Andee Jorgensen
Pat Newbury
Dr. Robert C. Roberts

Carrie Shaw
Executive Director

(425) 235-2415
cshaw@RTC.edu

Teresa Woods
Foundation Associate

(425) 235-7867
twoods@RTC.edu

FO
U

N
D

AT
IO

N
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FF

2018-19 Foundation Board of Directors

54%
Endowments
$ 984,417.18

13%
Unrestricted
$ 229,061.43

33%
Temp. Restricted
$ 592,077.22
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 Welding graduate and 
Foundation scholar Rebecca 
Howard describes her training 
on the new Fanuc robotic 
welder.

The RTC welding shop is now home to a cutting-edge Fanuc robotic welder. The machine 
was made possible through a major gift from former PACCAR CEO Charles Pigott. 

“This is top of the line,” Welding Instructor Rick Geist said. “This is leading-edge  
tech in robotic welding right now. It’s going to take us to the next generation  
of welding automation, 3D printing and put our students ahead.”

FEATURE STORY

Pigott gift 
gives welding students 
cutting-edge training

New robotic welder prepares students  
for advanced manufacturing careers. 
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Mr. Pigott is a well-known 
philanthropist who oversaw 
the growth of PACCAR to 
a Fortune 500 company. 
He previously helped 
fund equipment for the 
Mechatronics Program and 
said his goal in supporting 
new machinery is to help 
meet workforce demands. 

“We need to keep our 
workforce at the cutting 
edge,” he said. “If you 
are not, you’re going 
to be left behind.” 

Geist said there are unfilled 
positions right now because 
companies can’t find 
qualified workers. RTC’s 
new robot will change 
that for RTC Machining 
and Welding students. 

Rebecca Howard graduated 
from the welding program 
in June and was back 
on campus over the 
summer to learn how to 
program the Fanuc.

“I’m the first woman to 
weld with a robot at this 
school,” she said with pride. 
“We apply a lot of our 
welding skill to this, and 
you learn to be an engineer. 
You’re teaching the robot 
what you want it to do.” 

RTC President Kevin McCarthy 
thanked him Mr. Pigott for his 
support of the high-wage, 
in-demand career training 
programs RTC offers. 

“Our mission is to meet the 
needs of students, as well 
as the needs of businesses 
and industry,” McCarthy said. 
“This is one more example 
of how partnerships can help 
our students succeed.”  

 Back, from left: President 
Kevin McCarthy, Charles 
Pigott, Instructor Mike Stokes, 
graduate Rebecca Howard, 
Instructor Rick Geist, Dave 
Edwards, Vice President 
for Student Services Jessica 
Gilmore English. Front: Student 
Kevin Shellenberger.

 Charles Pigott, second from 
left, joins President McCarthy, 
and an excited group of 
welding students and faculty 
for a special demonstration.

The Fanuc was installed 
over the summer in the 
Welding shop. Geist, along 
with Instructor Mike Stokes 
and few selected students, 
underwent intensive training 
before introducing it this fall.

Using robotic welding 
automation, the manufac-
turing process takes less 
time and can cut employer 
costs and increase efficiency. 
Once it’s set up, it can run 
24-hours a day. Robotic weld 
cells provide a safer work 
environment by reducing arc 
glare and overspray. Users 
must be welders, but they 
learn to program as well.

We need to 
keep our 

workforce at 
the cutting 
edge. If you 

are not, you’re 
going 

to be left 
behind.

CHARLES PIGOTT
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 First Financial NW Bank 
sponsors the annual Exceptional 
Employee Awards. The 2019 
recipients, L to R: Roy Carroll, 
Raevel Chea, Faye Melton, Dr. 
Yasmin Ali, Greg Snider, and 
Brian Thompson.

 Fall Kick-Off fun included 
the Superstar employee payroll 
campaign. More staff are giving 
then ever before - a 60 percent 
increase since the campaign 
started!

 Graduation is always a great 
celebration. 

PHOTO GALLERY

2019 EVENTS
A celebration of exceptional employees, our remarkable students,  

and you—the wonderful donors who support them!

 Retiring Renton Mayor Denis 
Law and his wife Patty, get ready 
for a dinner cruise on Lake 
Washington to learn more about 
the Legacy Circle. Thank you 
Mayor Law for your service on the 
RTC Foundation Board!

 RTC Trustee Debra Entenman 
joins automotive faculty and 
Foundation Board member, 
Warren Takata at the Andee 
Jorgensen dedication.

 Automotive faculty member 
Brian Thompson shares a hug 
of admiration with Foundation 
scholar Ronnie Larry who 
shared his “second chance on 
life” story at the breakfast.

 Many thanks to CHI 
Franciscan for serving as the 
Presenting Sponsor of the 2019 
Student Success Breakfast. 

 Below mechatronics 
student, Michael Greer (center) 
celebrates with his family.

 From left: guest Edinson 
Rodriguez Balcarel, Rich Wagner, 
Laura Batista-Silva the Andee 
Jorgensen scholar, and Damian 
Wagner at the dedication 
ceremony of the Andee Jorgensen 
Student Success Center.

2019 Exceptional Givers 

SALLY J. ALLEN  
Deputy Director of HR

DEBRA GALE  
Technical Support Analyst

JESSICA GILMORE-ENGLISH  
VP of Student Services

JODI NOVOTNY 
Dean of College &  
Career Pathways

FRIEDA TAKAMURA 
RTC Trustee

BRIAN THOMPSON  
Faculty - Ford Asset Program

Student 
artwork in 

honor of Andee 
Jorgensen’s love 
of dragonflies 

and their 
symbolism of 

transformation 
and change.



LEGACY GIVING 

Foundation’s Legacy Circle builds 
RTC’s future through bequests 
Investors have an opportunity to provide lasting support for the College and our students.

The Foundation’s new 
Legacy Circle is an 
opportunity to provide 
lasting support for 
the College and our 
students. Adding a 
gift to your will or 
estate planning is a 
simple act that passes 
on a lasting benefit 
for future students 
and their families.

Legacy Circle members say they chose to make the Foundation 
a beneficiary of their estates to make a gift that lasts forever. 

Fernando “Fernie” Del Valle and Kathy Magner are new 
members of the Legacy Circle. They designated a gift through 
their will and directed the funds toward scholarship support. 
Fernie, a successful appliance sales executive who serves on 

the Advisory Board for the Major Appliance & Refrigeration 
Technology Program and the Foundation Board, said he was 
inspired by the first RTC Commencement he attended.

“It was one of the happiest occasions I’ve ever attended, 
and made me want to see other people have the same 
opportunities to graduate,” he said. “We need people in the 
occupations that RTC trains students to access. These are 
important jobs that help to keep our economy healthy. We see 
our bequest as the least we can do to help make that happen.” 

Don and Pearl 
Jacobson’s support 
and fingerprints are 
everywhere on campus 
and throughout the 
Renton community. 
Don, a former trustee 
for the college, and 
Pearl, named the 
RTC Foundation as 
a beneficiary in a 
charitable remainder 
trust and let the Foundation staff know that they want 
those funds to go toward supporting scholarships. 

“We believe scholarships are one of the most valuable 
investments we can make in the lives of students,” 
Don said. “Vocational training has always been my 
interest and the valuable, real-world experience it 
provides students. The college is one of the top technical 
colleges in the nation and vital for our community.”

To learn more about becoming a Legacy Circle member,  
visit foundation.rtc.edu/legacy-circle or contact  
Foundation Executive Director Carrie Shaw at 
425-235-2415 or cshaw@rtc.edu.  

We believe scholarships are 
one of the most valuable 
investments we can make 

in the lives of students.

DON JACOBSON
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RTC Computer Science student Josh Emery received the 
2019 Muckleshoot Tribal Scholarship to work toward 
his applied bachelor’s degree. The first thing you notice 
about Josh is his optimism and how he has mapped out 
his future. First; a career as a software engineer, second; 
a master’s degree in data science to build real-world 
experience; and finally, to become an educator.

“I love teaching, and I love helping others find a 
career and a path out of poverty,” Josh said. “I believe 
education is the key to many of our social and economic 
challenges, and I want to do what I can to contribute.”

He knows first-hand how poverty and injustice can impact 
generations. His tribal heritage is with the Choctaw 
Nation of Oklahoma. The Choctaw were one of the first 
tribes to walk what was known as the Trail of Tears 
during a time of forced relocation of tribes from their 
ancestral homelands in the Southeastern United States. 

“My mother grew up in an area that was very poor, 
and opportunities for education were sparse.  I think 
that a lot of members of the Choctaw tribe in that era 
simply did not believe that they were capable of higher 
education, and additionally the resources that have been 
given to me were not in place for her generation.”

Josh’s childhood was very different growing up in 
a middle-class family, which he described as “very 
comfortable.” When Emery’s father was diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s things changed. He postponed his 
dreams of college and he spent the next 15 years 
working while his wife pursued her nursing degree. 

“I understand how precious financial resources like this 
can be,” he said. “I will make sure that I yield a return 
on the Muckleshoot Scholarship given to me and find 
ways to help others reach their educational goals.” 

STUDENT PROFILE

Josh
Emery

Computer Science student desires to 
yield a return on Muckleshoot Tribal Scholarship.

Ellen-Marie Rystrom and her 
late husband, Ron Fahey, 
believed strongly in the 
trades and valued career 
and technical education. 
They were known for helping 
young people and saw it 
as a way to look ahead to 
the future and invest in the 
wellbeing of others and the 
community. Family friends 
shared that Ellen-Marie, “was 
always taking care of other 
people in the community,” 
and that Ron was highly 
respected as someone who, 
“put people above profits.”

When Ron died of cancer in 
1994, Ellen-Marie wanted to 
honor his memory by setting 
up a fund to support students 
at RTC. Cars and trucks were 
a lifelong passion for Ron 
both as an amateur roadster 
racer and through the auto 
parts business he founded 
in 1958. Ellen-Marrie asked 
his friends and co-workers to 
make donations, and in 1997 
the Ronald B. Fahey Memorial 
Endowment was established 

through the RTC Foundation 
to support scholarships for 
students in the College’s 
automotive programs.

The Fahey Endowment has 
grown to over $140,000 
due to Ellen-Marie’s faithful 
giving over the past three 
decades. There are now 44 
Fahey scholars who have 
benefited from scholarship 
support, many who have 
gone on to have successful 
careers in the automotive 
industry and who are 
carrying on Ron’s passion 
for cars and trucks.  

 Above, from left: family 
friend Brad Blue joins Ellen-
Marie Rystrom, President 
McCarthy and Carrie Shaw 
to recognize Ellen-Marie’s 
exceptional generosity to 
automotive students.

DONOR RECOGNITION

Ellen-Marie  
Rystrom
2019 Lifetime of Giving honoree established
Ronald B. Fahey Memorial Endowment.

Through  
Ellen-Marie’s 

faithful giving, 
44 Fahey scholars 

have benefited 
from scholarship 

support.
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LEGACY
Gifts of over $100,000

Norma & Alex Cugini*
First Financial Northwest Bank
IKEA
Charles M. Pigott
Rotary Club of Renton
Ellen-Marie Rystrom
The Boeing Company
The Norcliffe Foundation
The Seattle Foundation
United Way of King County
Vern Gambriell Estate 

BENEFACTORS
Gifts of $25,000 to 
$99,999

Biella Foundation
Donald Bressler*
Chaine Des Rotisseurs
CHI Franciscan Foundation
Karen Debruyn
Bernadene & Denny Dochnahl
IAM- AW, District Lodge 751
Andee Jorgensen* & Rich Wagner
Leona Hickman Educational Trust
Les Dames d’Escoffier 
Michele Lesmeister
McLendon Hardware
Microsoft
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
Paccar Foundation
Nancy & Jon Pozega
Puget Sound Energy
Renton Regional Community 

Foundation
Rottler Manufacturing
RTC Associated Student 

Government
Denis Stearns*
The Grainger Foundation
The Sharing Foundation
Swedish Medical Center
Washington Association for the 

Education of Young Children
Juanita & Bob Watt
Carol Werner

TRUSTEE’S 
SOCIETY
Gifts of $15,000 to 
$24,999

Autobody Craftsman Association
Max Benjamin
Boeing Gift Matching Program
City of Renton
Grandma Cares for the Trades
Confrerie de la Chaine 

des Rotisseurs
Sylvester Cugini
Ford Motor Company
Melanie Tait & Steven Hanson
Martin Heilstedt
Land Surveyors Association 

of Washington
Dante Leon
Francisco Martinez
Joanne & James* Medzegian
Pacific Northwest 

Aerospace Alliance
King Parker* and King & 

Bunny Appliances
Jan Pelroy
Cecilia Pollock
Republic Services
Robert C. Roberts
Secretary of State 

Financial Services
US Bank
A. Lee Wheeler

PRESIDENT’S 
CIRCLE
Gifts of $10,000 to 
$14,999

Janet & Harry Blencoe
Terri A. Calnan
Brenda & Steve Charlston
Columbia Bank
Judith Frey
Gene Haas Foundation
Greater Renton Kiwanis 
Lesley K. Hogan
Patty & Denis Law

Melinda Merrell
Karen & Tyler Page
Primus International
Frances G. & Warren* Secord
Carol Simpson
Special Vehicle Team Owners 

Association (SVTOA)
Kim & Kirby Unti
Unico Properties
Urban Renaissance Group
Jane Winkler

LEAGUE OF 
GIVERS
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999

Frank Adams
Marcia Arthur
Associated Builders and Contractors
Banner Bank
Jerene Battisti
Di Beers
Buckley Investment Group, LLC
De Etta Burrell
Martha Chamberlin
Kathy Chavers
Suzette Cooke
Crissa Cugini
Mary & Robert Cugini
Barbara & Tim Culler
Kathy & Thomas Dahlby
George F. Walker Memorial 

Scholarship Fund
Therese & Dennis Higashiyama
International Union of Operating 

Engineers, Local 286
Jackson Main Architecture, P.S.
Pearl & Donald Jacobson
Sonja & Doug Kyes
Holiday Matchett
Marty & Kevin McCarthy
McGranahan Architects
Glenda Mullowney
Jodi Novotny
O’Brien Auto Group
Oberto
Susan Palmer
Tami Rable
Renton Housing Authority

Albert Shen
Stearns-Shaw Family Foundation
James Sullivan
Frieda Takamura
United States Marine Corps 

Support Group
US Bank Foundation
Valley Medical Center
Jinny & Craig Wesson
Heather & Jake Winfrey
Anne M. Zvirblis
Martha & Rich Zwicker

LEADERSHIP 
CIRCLE
Gifts of $1,000 to $4,999

Aerospace Joint Apprenticeship 
Committee (AJAC)

All Pro Building Maintenance, Inc.
Sally J. Allen
Ameriprise
Norma Arthur
Paul Baeder
Jim Baker
Bank of America
Dianne Bell
Jim Beymer
Marc Bigony
Timothy Black & Paul Corigliano
BMW Northwest
Boeing Employee Community Fund
Brad Brotherton
Cynthia Buster-Burns
C & D Pre-Fab, Inc.
Michelle Campbell
Michelle Canzano
Kim M. Cartland
Cascade Gasket & Mfg Co. Inc.
Central Welding Supply Co Inc
Centralia College Foundation
CH2O, Inc
John Chadwick
Rebecca Cherney
Donmee Choi
Debbie Chou
Min Christ
City of Seattle
Cole Industries, Inc.

Mark Collier
Anne Simpson & Charlie Conner
Jay Covington
Debbie Crumb
Cathy Cugini O’Neill & Sean O’Neill
Eileen Culley
Kevin Cummings
Elaine & Bradley Denslow
John Devine
Anne & Philippe Dor
George Duff
Debra Entenman
Liz & John Falconer
Margaret Feaster
Thomas Floyd
Neil Foltz
Food Services of America
Debra Gale
Pamela Gallagher Felt
Melvin Garland
Jessica Gilmore-English
Goodwill of Seattle
John Gordon
Mark Gropper
Group Health Foundation
Rebecca Haas
Daniel L. Hammes
Glenda Hanson
Sally Heilstedt & Creagan Samples
Ila Hemm
Benjie Rae Henke
Hensel Phelps Construction Co.
Vicky Hertig
Leslie Hewlett
Kathleen Higgins
Curtis Holman
Jonna Lee & Robert Hough
Sandy & Graeme C. Howard
IAM District Lodge 160
Lori Inman
Jerry E. Warfield Investments
Mark Johnson
Judd & Black
K.A. Family Fund
Kaiser Permanente
Karen & Stan Kawamoto
Dolores & James Kemmerer
King County Library System
Gregory Krape
Nanci Lambdin
Land Surveyors Association of 

North Olympic Chapter
Land Surveyors Association of 

North Puget Sound Chapter
Land Surveyors Association of 

Washington Cascade Columbia
Land Surveyors Association 

of Washington South 
Sound Chapter

Matthew Lane
Scott Latiolais
Lee Leahy

Kevin Lefavour
Legacy Group Interiors
Donald Lonam
Macdonald-Miller Industries
Lucius Martin
Beatrice Mathewson
Marcie Maxwell
Cathy & Patrick McAbee
Nancy & Doug Medbury 
Veronica Medina
Jere Meyer
Katrina & David Miller
Model A Ford Club of America 

- Evergreen Chapter
Margaret Moe
Mary Monk
Mark Myers
National Christian 

Foundation Northwest
Gary Neill
Ardene Niemer
Northwest GTO Legends
Cathleen & Kevin O’Shea
Eric Palo
Martin Paquette
David W. Parker
PepsiCo
Shirley M. Phinney
Piazza Renton
Pioneer Cable
Jenna & Chris Pollock
Catherine Powell
Robert M. Reeder
Renton Business and 

Professional Women
Renton Chamber of Commerce
Wilbur Repp
Angel Reyna
Donna Rivily
Rotary Club of Kent Foundation
Debra Rundle
William Sanderson
Mark Santos-Johnson
Karen Schartman
Schroeter Surveying Inc
Seattle Seahawks
Ira & Gautam SenGupta
Carrie Shaw
Pam & John Sothern
June Stacey-Clemons
Linda Stemler
Joan Stewart
Jessica Supinski
Maggi Sutthoff
Sysco Food Services of Seattle
Pamela & Mike Teal
Alma (Simone) Terrell
The Conco Companies
Brian Thompson
Three Sigma Manufacturing, Inc.
Rosemary Thurston

Pamela Tomich
Torero’s Mexican Restaurants, Inc.
United Food & Commercial 

Workers (UFCW) Local 21
Sarah Wakefield
Joan Westby
Lois Whitfield
Laura Wilbur
Catherine M. Wilson
Retta & Myles Winbigler
Linda Wyckoff
Lulia Zavodov

FOUNDATION 
PARTNERS
Gifts of $500 to $999

AAA Washington
Allied Health Student Association
Jim Anderson
Matt Arnold
Associated General Contractors
Automotive Service 

Association Northwest
Barry Baker
Laurie C. Beden
Anna Bennett
Connie Berrysmith
David Blair
Jason Boatwright
Brantley Janson Yost & Ellison
Bridgestone Retail Operations
Margaret Brower
Car Pros Automotive Group
Car Toys
Mark Carchedi
Christopher Carter
Bridget Charters
City of Seattle - Dept. of 

Construction & Inspections
Brandon Collins
Timothy Corbett
Jeri Daily
Darigold - Lynden
Fernando Del Valle
Department of Planning 

and Development
James Drinkwine
Duke’s Chowder House
Veronique Dussud
Ecoservice Group
Eric Ercanbrack
Edward Esparza
Exotic Metals Forming Company
Agnes Figueroa
Caren Fisher
Trisha & James Foreman
Jessica Ganska
General Services Administration
Heather Giron-Fritts
Jim Greenfield

Anne M. Hagerty
Kenneth Hamm
Jason Handaly
Stan Handaly
Steven Harris
Michael Heinisch
Janin Hendry
Jason Henry
Honda and Toyota of Seattle
Melvin Hortman
Anne L. Huey
Kevin Iden
Iden’s Dealer Services
Insight Consulting Services LLC
Maddie Johnson
Katherine Jordan
JR MicroSystems
Constance & Paul Kapioski
Matthew Kawamoto
Terry Kawamoto
Don Kerstetter
Gay Kiesling
Jichul Kim
Daniel Kozie
Gene & Maureen Kraemer
Gerry Landes
Lisa L. Leiataua
Sue A. Liebelt Lien
Lincoln Electric
Ronnie Little
Suzann Lombard
Cliff Long
Massage Envy
Shannon Matson
Nancy McCarthy
Douglas McDonald
Jamie McGinnis
Lisa McMurrick
Melrose Grill
Mary & Steven Mindemann
Dino Morgen
Allyn Nelson
Sally Nelson
John Newcome
Bonnie & Rob Nichols
Vernon Nichols
Tom Nielsen
Northwest Energy 

Efficiency Council
Northwest Racing Associates
Rod Olzendam
Osborn Architects
Jerry Osborn
Nancy Osborn
Jason Parker
Jose Perdomo
Dorothy Petersen
Pete’s Milk Delivery, LLC
Julee Pratt
Richard Quinn
Lisa & Bill Ranniger

THE GRATITUDE LIST

Foundation Donors
2018-19 Foundation Donors
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Renton Federation of Teachers
Renton Municipal Arts Commission
Renton School District
Anne Repass
Gordon Roberts
James Robinson
Ray D. Robles
Sally Rochelle
Ted Rodriguez
Cheyenne Roduin
RTC, Construction Center 

of Excellence
Megan Saidi
Karen Say-Valadez
David Schieber
SECO Development
Ji Shiping
Sylvia A. Shiroyama
Queen (Shaa) Skinner
Zefire Skoczen
Melissa Smith
Jim Spady
Laura Staley
Stationary Engineers Training Trust
Heather Stephen-Selby
Kurt Stevens
Don Stout
Warren Takata
George Tantzen
Suzanne Thompson
TIAA-CREF
Yeumie Truong
UW Physicians Network
Jason Van-Nort
Walker’s Renton Subaru/Mazda
Iwen Wang
Ron Ward
Washington State Society for 

Healthcare Engineering
Gary Weber
William H Gates III
Darrin Williams
Charles Wilmot
Workpointe
Joanne Wright
Lisa Ziemer

FRIENDS  
OF RTC
Gifts of $200 to $499

Airport Jobs
Dawn Allen
Patricia Auten
BAE Systems
Nancy Bamford
Mahalaxmi & Oliver Bangera
Ruth Barnhart
Chris Barry
Vicky Baxter
Levi Bendele

Thomas E. Bentson
Michelle Berg
Brendan Blades
Irene Botero
Celeste Brady
Karen Braunstein-Post
Andries L. Breedt
J.A. Bricker
Patrick Briggs
Bright Horizons Family Solutions
Bright Horizons Foundation 

for Children
Victoria Briscoe
Donna Brown
Lawrence Brown
Kim Browne
Dan Bryant
Pamela & Bob Buher
Lora Buitrago
Marta & Chris Burnet
Penny Cahoon
Diane Campbell
Howard John Campbell
Cannacare
Mary Beth Canty
Capriotti’s
Jan Carlisle
Nancy Carlson
Ira Carterman
Catholic Community Services
Fran Chamberlin
Sue Churchill
City of Renton, Administrative 

Services
City of Renton, Community & 

Economic Development
City of Renton, Community Services
Kevin Cloud
Alison Cohen
Coinstar Employee Giving
Edward Conti
Randy Corman
Julie Csisek
Sharron Culligan
Sheila Dahlgren
Elizabeth Demong
Paul Dietz
Steven L. Dobson
Bart Dowd
Edward Doyne
Imelda Dulcich
Bruce Dumas
Patrice Edwards
Aziza Elahi
Pete Ellis
Nancy Els
Esterline
Suzanne D. Estey
National Metal Fabricators
Nancy Fairman
Anne Faust

Scott Felton
Dean Field
First National Bank Omaha
Mike Flood
Jean Floten
Fugate Ford
Trisha Foreman
Fred Meyer
David Freeman
Fugate Ford
Shirley Gaunt-Smith
Gabrielle Gerhard
Steve Gilbert
Edward Gilley
Michael Gintz
Fran Glaub
Carmen Goers
Golden Steer Steak and Rib House
Henrietta R. Good
Karen Granger
Roberta Graver
Grays Harbor Community Hospital
Kent Green
John Greer
Donald Gregory
Frederick Gurney
Molly Hancock
McAulay Haney
Karen Hansen
Harbour Homes LLC
Robert Harrison
Robert Hasegawa
Mary Lou Hatcher
Lisa Hayward
Laura Hedal
Jennifer Henning
Gordon Herzog
Lea Hoffman
Jonathan Holden
Sherrie Holmes
Lia Homeister
Sun Hongyan
Benita Horn
Jacob Jackson
Alan Jacobson
Darcy Jaffe
Kevin Jamison
John Jensen
Kelly Jiang
Barbara Johnson
Chris Johnson
Sherry Johnson
Lewis Jones
Sally Jones
Roxane Jonson
Jerry Jordan
Lee Kaufman
Rebecca J. Kenney
Lynne King
Matt King
Wendy Kirchner

Kristine Kleinsmith
Laborworks Industrial 

Staffing Specialists, Inc.
Lake Vue Operations LLC
Giselle Lambert
Kirby Lautman
Barbara Leahy
Keith Leverkuhn
Kathy Leviton
Janet Lewis
Charles Li
Laura Lievero
Han Chi Lin
Lisa Lam & Marcie Maxwell, 

Windermere Realtors
Bob Littell
Leona Locke
Denise Lopez-Barclay
Kimberly Loreen
Shannon & Doug Luedtke
Michael Mabrito
Larry Marks
Neil Martin
Carol A. Mathewson
Thatcher Mathewson
Gerald Mattson
Sheila May-Farley
Vicky McCaffree
Brenda McDermott
Stefanie & Ryan McIrvin
Norma B. McKinney
David McLane
Norma McQuiller
Faye Melton
Alma Meza
Bryce Miller
Marnie Miller
Bruce Milnor
Barbara Mitchell
Denise S. Mitchell
David Moore
Malachy Moran
Keith T. Morgan
Morrey Ventures LLC
Amy Morrison
Kathleen Mullins-Sussex
Susan Mundy
Mustard Seed
Napa Auto Parts
National Metal Fabricators
NAVFAC NW
Samantha A. Nelson
Drew Ness
Suzanne E. Nester
Gary Nevius
Colleen Nichols
Melinda Nichols
Thomas Nielsen
Elizabeth Nolan
Wendy Novak
Michela Ohrazda

Rodney P. Olin
David Olson
Maren Ostergard
Michael Pacholec
Pacific Trends, Inc.
Marcie Palmer
Parametric
Tony Parker
Brad V. Parys
Elaine Patrick
Megan Patton
Armondo Pavone
Shelley Percich
Patrick C. Petersen
Thomas Pinkney
James Poff
Brenda Pomerinke
Kevin Poole
Raquel Poteet
Ed Prince
Juliana Proctor
Professional Appliance Technicians
Sabina Proto
Alan Ralston
Susan Rather
Brian Rayfield
JP Reck
Sarah Redd
Shirley Reitz
Kelly Rench
Gerry & Bonnie Rerecich
Stephanie R. Richardson
Merri Rieger
George Ries
Darlene Ripley
Anne Rittenhouse
Gustavo Robles
Eduardo Rodriguez
Cirihn Rogers Malpocher
Lenny Rose
Sean Roy

Wil Samson
Kurt W Sarchet
Mark Scarff
Ted Schwarz
SeaTac Electric
Priscilla Seng
Marlena Sessions
Dan Seth
Ellen Sklanka
Kevin Smith
Linda Smith
Ryan R. Smith
Milton Snyder
Bryan (Keyth) Sokol
Allison Sorensen
Elisabeth Sorensen
Starbucks Coffee Company
State Farm Mutual Insurance
State of Washington Office of 

Financial Management
Kyra Stenslie
Antoinette Suyama
Tabor 100
Nancy & Todd Tarbert
Diane Tebelius
Kathleen Tessier
Jamie Thomas
John Tomasi
Jay Townsend
Transportation Security 

Administration (TSA/DHS)
Phillip Trout
Tracey Turcotte
Bob VanKeppel
James Ventris
Matt Vielbig
Chip Vincent
Vino’s At the Landing
Greg Vipond
Vision House
Mary VonRanker

Gregg Warter
Robert Watt
Grant Webber
Vera Weber
Mary Kay Wegner
Kathleen Wentworth
Jace Were
Anne Wetmore
WGU Washington
Eric Wikstrom
Jamie Williams
Martha Wine
Angela & Michael Wingate
Teresa Woods
Wyman & Associates
Michelle Young
Patti Zaknich
Joseph C. Zaratkiewicz
Lisa Zerby
Sarah Zugschwerdt

In-Kind 
Donations

Albert Lee Appliance
Alleromb Winery
Bell Fundraising Consultants
Boeing, Renton Plant
Brotherton Cadillac
Brown Bear Car Wash
Catalyst Presents LLC
Brent Camann
Cedar River Cellars
James & Lynne Charriere
Chihuly Garden and Glass
Brenda Collons
Charlie Conner
Crissa Cugini
Fernando Del Valle
Bernadene & Denny Dochnahl

Robert Elsaesser
Food Services of America
Steven Guzelimian
Rebecca Haas
Karen Hansen
Iden’s Dealer Services
iFLY
Stan Kawamoto
Terry Kawamoto
Chae Kim
James Mellon
Morrey Ventures LLC
Museum of Flight
Museum of Pop Culture
Nordic Museum
Pacific Science Center
Tyler Page
Susan A. Palmer
Pete’s Milk Delivery, LLC
Bill Ranniger
Nathan Reed
Robert Saia
Carrie Shaw
Pam & John Sothern
Sound Produce
Space Needle
June Stacey-Clemons
Jay Townsend
Jose Vilca
Vino at the Landing
Waters Winery

*deceased

Madison Birkner is determined to succeed in welding, a 
non-traditional career for women. Foundation scholarships, 
including the Grandma Cares for the Trades Scholarship, 
helped her achieve her goals. Instead of working 60 hours per 
week on top of school, she can focus more on her courses.

“When I graduate from the welding program I will 
finally prove to myself that I did something for me that 
was hard,” she said. “I was told welding was a job that 
I wasn’t cut out for. I plan to show the next generation 
of girls that anything I can do, you can do too!” 

STUDENT PROFILE 
Madison 
Birkner
Grandma Cares for the Trades 
Scholarship recipient is out 
to prove that anything is 
possible.
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Celebrity Chef 
2020

Renowned NYC Chef  
Angie Mar

Tuesday, January 28
5PM - Butcher + Beast Bash

7PM - Celebrity Chef Dinner

Reservations:  
foundation.rtc.edu/celebrity-chef


